Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRASIL 04715 151714Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-00 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 TRSE-00 /086 W 

078389 151725Z/72 

PR 151550ZJUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7902 
INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRASILIA 4715 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, OAS, UN 

THE "BRIEEING PAPERS " LEAK 

REES: (A) BRASILIA 4653 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 145949 

1 . IN ADDITION TO COVERAGE REPORTED REF (A), BRAZILIAN 
PRESS HAS REPORTED DISCLOSURE OF "HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL" USG 
DOCUMENTS IN WHICH BRAZIL'S PROGRESS IN HUMAN RIGHTS WAS 
DESCRIBED AS "SLOW BUT HOPEFUL". AT THE SAME TIME, DOCU- 
MENTS ALLEGEDLY CHARACTERIZED GOB AS PLAYING "MOST NEGATIVE 
ROLE IN LATIN AMERICA" ON OAS AND UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS. 
DOCUMENTS, REPORTEDLY OBTAINED BY UPI ABOUT TIME OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S VISIT TO BRAZIL IN MARCH, ARE APPARENTLY SAME 
BRIEFING PAPERS REPORTED REF (A). 

2. BRAZILIAN PRESS QUOTES FROM DOCUMENTS (INEORMAL TRANS- 
LATION): "THE INTERNAL PEREORMANCE OF BRAZIL WITH RESPECT 

TO HUMAN RIGHTS HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY SLOW BUT HOPEEUL 
PROGRESS IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, BUT PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECT 
CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES STILL PERSIST." 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 04715 151714Z 

THE QUOTATION CONTINUED: "IN RECENT MONTHS THERE 
HAS BEEN A SERIES OF IMPROVEMENTS. IN THE PAST, 

THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT GRANTED A CLEAR PRIORITY 
TO ECONOMIC GROWTH OVER SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 

BUT THERE ARE NOW INDICATIONS THAT THERE BE COULD A REORDERING 
OF THOSE PRORITIES." THE DOCUMENTS REPORTEDLY 
REVEALED THAT USG STILL CONSIDERED BRAZIL'S PROGRESS 
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INSUFFICIENT IN AREAS INVOLVING RESTORATION OF 
HABEAS CORPUS, NATIONAL SECURITY QUESTIONS, POLITICAL 
AMNESTY, AND PRESS FREEDOM. 

3. THE DOCUMENTS REPORTEDLY ALLEGED THAT GOB SUPPORTED 
PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WHEN IT OPPOSED VISIT TO ASUNCION 
OF OAS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THAT IT PROMPTED 
GOVERNMENT OF URUGUAY TO OFFER MONTEVIDEO AS NEXT SITE 
FOR OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THUS "DELAYING' COMMISSION'S 
VISIT TO THAT COUNTRY. IT WAS SUPPOSEDLY BECAUSE OF 
THESE ACTIVITIES THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WAS ADVISED TO 
EXPRESS TO PRESIDENT GEISEL THE HOPE THAT GOB WOULD 
SUPPORT THE OAS AND UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS. 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S ADVISERS ALLEGEDLY URGED HIM TO 
STRESS IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT GEISEL 

THAT HUMAN RIGHTS WAS KEY ISSUE IN US FOREIGN POLICY. 

4. COVERAGE OF DOCUMENTS' DISCLOSURE WAS JUST APOSED 
WITH REPORT OF GOB FOREIGN MINISTRY JUSTIFICATION 

OF ITS JUNE 7 OPPOSITION TO PARTICIPATION OF 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL OF OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
(REF B). ACCORDING TO FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN 
LAMPREIA, GOB'S NEGATIVE VOTE WAS BASED ON 
"QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE ", SINCE IT WAS NOT PROPER 
FOR PRIVATE ENTITIES SUCH AS AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
TO PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS RESERVED FOR GOVERNMENTS 
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AND "OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES". (THIS HAS BEEN 
BRAZIL'S POSITION ON PARTICIPATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
BODIES IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. LAMPREIA 
NOTED THAT BRAZIL HAD ALSO VOTED AGAINST OBSERVER 
STATUS OF OASGA FOR COUNCIL OF AMERICAS AND NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST. 
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